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to possess in that framework of his body " false marks of
nourishment from his mother's womb," with Mr. Darwin you
consider him to have been an improved ape, you only carry
the difficulty up from the first man to the first ape ; if, with
Mr. Darwin, in violation of all observation, you break the
barrier between the classes of vegetable and animal life,
and suppose every animal to be an " improved " vegetable,
you do but carry your difficulty with you into the vegetable
world ; for, how could there be seeds if there had been no
plants to seed them ? and if you carry up your thoughts through
the vista of the Darwinian eternity up to the primaeval fungus,
still the primaeval fungus must have had a humus, from which
to draw into its venerable vessels the nourishment of its
archetypal existence, and that humus must itself be a " false
mark " of a pre-existing vegetation.

We have dwelt a little upon this, because it is by such
seeming solutions of difficulties as that which this passage
supplies that the transmutationist endeavours to prop up his
utterly rotten fabric of guess and speculation.

There are no parts of Mr. Darwin's ingenious book in which
he gives the reins more completely to his fancy than where he
deals with the improvement of instinct by his principle of
natural selection. We need but instance his assumption,
without a fact on which to build it, that the marvellous skill
of the honey-bee in constructing its cells is thus obtained,
and the slave-making habits of the Formica Polyerges thus
formed. There seems to be no limit here to the exuberance of
his fancy, and we cannot but think that we detect one of those
hints by which Mr. Darwin indicates the application of his
system from the lower animals to man himself, when he dwells
so pointedly upon the fact that it is always the black ant
which is enslaved by his other coloured and more fortunate
brethren. " The slaves are black ! " We believe that, if
we had Mr. Darwin in the witness-box, and could subject him
to a moderate cross-examination, we should find that he
believed that the tendency of the lighter-coloured races of
mankind to prosecute the negro slave-trade was really a re-
mains, in their more favoured condition, of the " extraordinary
and odious instinct " which had possessed them before they
had been " improved by natural selection" from Formica
Polyerges into Homo. This at least is very much the way in